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Participatory Research Training Fellowship 
 
Overview of Project 
 
For 2015-2016, the Centre for Research on Children and Families (CRCF) at McGill University is funding 
two research fellowships for the Building Research Capacity with First Nations and Mainstream Youth 
Protection Services in Quebec initiative (BRC), a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
Partnership Grant. The three main goals of the BRC Partnership are to: 
 

 Understand the dynamics and outcomes of child protection services delivered to Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal children; 
 

 Support First Nations and youth protection organizations’ capacity to analyze clinical, 
administrative and population statistics in order to support them in planning and evaluating 
their programs and services;  

 

 Train researchers in participatory data analysis. 
 

Under the sponsorship of a BRC investigator, students will engage in BRC research projects where they 
will have an opportunity to develop quantitative, qualitative and mixed research skills and learn how to 
work collaboratively with community partners. During the course of the fellowship, students are required 
to engage in 10 hours of research-related activities per week. They are also expected to participate in the 
BRC’s research training activities (details below). Following admission, students will develop learning 
contracts with their sponsor and/or with another BRC investigator they may work with, that will outline 
learning objectives for the year. 
 
Positions run for one-year with possibility of renewal. 
 
 
BRC Training Activities 
 

 Week-long methods training workshops (5 full-days, twice a year): Two workshops will be offered 
in 2015-2016. The first one will be held during the Fall and will cover the principles of multivariate 
models. The second workshop will take place during Winter 2016 and will focus on survival 
analysis. Each workshop will include a lab practicum component. 
 

 CRCF Methods Brown Bag (1 hour monthly): A forum for students and faculty to present 
methodological questions, including complex issues of research design, measurement and data 
analysis. Students participate in group meetings on a monthly basis year-round and can also 
access and contribute information at http://blogs.mcgill.ca/crcfbrownbag/.  
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 Child Welfare Journal Club (1½ hours monthly): This group is designed for students to discuss 
ongoing child welfare research trends by analyzing and appraising the methodology and 
substantive content of assigned articles. Students participate in these group meetings on a 
monthly basis year-round.  
 

 CRCF Research Seminars (1½ hours monthly): The seminars provide opportunities for students to 
learn about emerging research in child welfare from other scholars and discuss issues related to 
research methods and design, as well as implications for policy and practice. Research seminars 
are held on a monthly basis during the academic year.  
 

 Special topics seminars: Occasionally, special topics seminars are organized to provide students 
with an opportunity to learn about specific topics that are relevant within the context of the BRC 
initiative as well as within the broader context of child welfare. For 2015-2016, a seminar on best 
practice guidelines is being designed and is scheduled to happen mid-Fall.   

 
 
Qualifications 
 

 Students must possess solid baseline skills in descriptive and inferential statistics including 
statistical terminology, using SPSS for statistical analysis (recoding, merging, transposing, etc.), 
descriptive statistics (measurement levels, central tendency, spread and dispersion, frequency 
distributions, graphical representations), probability and sampling distributions, cross tabulation 
(odds ratios and risk), hypothesis testing, confidence intervals, effect sizes, power, bivariate 
analysis, correlation, analysis of variance, and linear and logistic regression. Applicants may be 
asked to complete an introductory level statistics qualifying test.  
 

 Applicants must be graduate students (masters or doctorate level) sponsored by a BRC 
investigator. 

 
 Please note that while fluency in French is not a requirement the majority of the research sites 

are Francophone, therefore we must ensure that there are enough students who have the 
fluency to work in a French environment.  

 
 
Remuneration 
The fellowship award is $10,000 per year (renewable). Fellowships start September 1st, 2015. 
 
 
Application Deadline 
May 29th, 2015. 
 

For information, please contact Catherine Roy: catherine.roy@mcgill.ca 
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