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IN THIS ISSUE

CElEbraTINg 
stellar growTH aNd 

 NEw CollaboraTIoNS 

T he theme of this year’s newsletter focuses on our growing post-graduate and 
research departments – over the last decade, there has been a ten-fold increase in 
graduate students. 

I started with the Faculty in 1999 as a professor after completing my PhD. There 
were seven or eight graduate students at the time and now there are nearly a hundred 
postgraduate students and residents! 

As many of our alumni will remember, the Faculty was slated to close in the early 1990s, 
mainly due to the lack of research. Our loyal alumni convinced the University to change its 
mind by showing what contributions the Faculty had made both to the University and our local 
community. The University agreed the Faculty could continue if it increased its research and 
developed its post-graduate training.

There is no doubt that we have met and surpassed the original goals set out then. 
An outstanding research program takes time to build, but over the past 10-12 years, ours 

has become renowned for its quality. Proportionally, we are the top-performing dental faculty 
in Canada, in terms of the number of graduate students, publications and research dollar 
awards per full-time professor.

The former Dean, Dr. Jim Lund, with the vision and hard work of Dr. Marc McKee and his 
team, spearheaded our focus on research. All of their hard work has brought incredible 
results, including high levels of funding from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and 
other agencies. This allows us to do even more research, take on more highly qualified 
students, and build our staff and our research training curricula. 

With this increased capacity and the greater number of students, we have started to 
develop new courses for our research trainees. Just as dental students need clinical training 
to apply what they have learned in course work, PhD and MSc students learn through being 
involved in the research of their supervisors. But they also need course work to learn the 
methodologies used in their research projects. The Faculty is developing new courses for our 
graduate students that reflect our leading-edge research methods.

The past year has seen many 
significant advances for the 
Faculty. We are celebrating 
the stellar growth of our 
post-graduate program; an 
exciting new collaboration 
with the State of Qatar; the 
success of the new Jim Lund 
Dental Clinic at Welcome 
Hall Mission; and a big push 
towards deciding where the 
new Undergraduate Teaching 
Clinic will be.
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 Message froM The dean

Our research excellence and the quality of our teaching has 
attracted the interest of the Qatar Foundation, which approached us 
a few years ago to discuss the possibility of developing a McGill 
Faculty of Dentistry graduate program in Qatar. They would like the 
Faculty to provide graduate clinical and research training and 
continuing dental education. Last September, the Foundation 
provided us with funding to develop a proposal, which was submitted 
this spring. 

Should the proposal be accepted and McGill University and the 
Qatar Foundation agree terms, the proposed McGill University Qatar 
Institute for Oral Health will focus on improving the quality of dental 
care in Qatar by training currently practising dentists there, bringing 
standards on par with Canada. The initiative has the potential to 
benefit both parties by creating remarkable opportunities, such as 
access to state-of-the-art facilities and equipment both here in 
Montreal and in Qatar.

In February 2011, we officially opened the Jim Lund Dental Clinic 
at Welcome Hall Mission. It has exceeded all of our expectations and 
has been a hugely successful initiative – for training students and 
residents, and building strong connections with the broader Montreal 
community. 

The success of the clinic and the positive attention it has brought 
to the Faculty and University have helped increase our profile within 
McGill. In the past year, our outreach clinics have been used by McGill 

leadership as leading models of how the University is involved in its 
local community. Our initiatives were recently highlighted as 
examples of McGill’s community involvement in a French-language 
television advertising campaign. 

A considerable amount of work has been done to prepare plans 
to move into our new Undergraduate Teaching Clinic. Dr. Jeffrey 
Myers has been heavily involved in the complicated process of 
finalizing the details, including its new location, which we hope to 
announce in the coming months. 

The past year certainly has been a busy one. We faced numerous 
challenges and, thanks to our staff, students and alumni, realized as 
many achievements. I am very proud of what we have accomplished. 
I hope this newsletter will give you an idea of the breadth of the 
projects the Faculty has been involved in, as well as a glimpse of the 
personalities working so hard to ensure our success. 

From: Portsmouth, England
one day I hope to: Find the secret of life
you can never have too much: Champagne
FavourIte book: The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint Exupéry
Greatest extravaGance: Holidays
Lucky to be In dentIstry because: It’s constantly evolving
I see the beneFIts oF my experIences at mcGILL when: 
I go elsewhere

La Faculté a connu des progrès importants au cours de la dernière année. En 
effet, nous célébrons l’incroyable croissance de notre programme d’études 
supérieures; une nouvelle collaboration très intéressante avec l’État du 
Qatar; le succès de la nouvelle clinique dentaire Jim Lund à la Mission Bon 
accueil; ainsi que les étapes finales de la planification de notre nouvelle 
clinique d’enseignement du premier cycle.

Message du doyen
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L e thème du bulletin est axé sur nos programmes d’études 
supérieures en pleine croissance qui sont reconnus pour 
leur qualité. Toutes proportions gardées, nous sommes la 
meilleure Faculté de médecine dentaire du Canada sur le 

quant au nombre d’étudiants gradués et de publications ainsi que 
des sommes gagnées par professeur à temps plein pour la 
recherche. 

L’excellence de nos recherches et la qualité de notre 
enseignement ont attiré l’attention de la Fondation Qatar, qui nous a 
proposé de nouer une collaboration unique. Si ce projet devait se 
réaliser, l’institut Qatar de la santé bucco-dentaire de l’Université 
McGill concentrerait ses efforts sur l’amélioration de la qualité des 
soins dentaires au Qatar, pour amener les normes de cet État au 
niveau de celles du Canada. 

La clinique dentaire Jim Lund à la Mission Bon Accueil a dépassé 
toutes nos attentes. D’ailleurs, ce programme d’action commu- 
nautaire faisait partie d’une campagne publicitaire soulignant 
l’engagement de McGill au Québec. 

Nous avons également travaillé très fort sur notre projet de 
clinique d’enseignement du premier cycle; particulièrement son 
nouvel emplacement que nous espérons dévoiler dans les prochains 
mois. 

J’espère que ce bulletin vous donne une bonne idée de la 
diversité des projets auxquels nous avons participé au courant de la 
dernière année ainsi que des personnes qui travaillent si fort à 
assurer notre succès. 
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h owever, many have been surprised at just how much  
its research program, and the number of post-graduate 
students within it, have grown in just two decades.

No one has been more surprised – or pleased –  
than Dr. Simon Tran, the current Director of Graduate Programs. 

“The Faculty and the University are very happy. A 3.3% increase 
in students every year is the accepted minimum and we’re 
exceeding that.”

Not only has the total number of post-graduate students 
increased from 48 in 2002 to almost 100 last year, the demographic 
has also changed significantly. In 2002, 58% of post- 
graduate students were dental residents; in 2011, residents 
comprised just 28%.

With a rise in the number of professors, students and publications 
come even more professors, students and published research in a 
self-perpetuating cycle of success. 

“The average amount of funding per full-time tenured or tenure-
track professor in the Faculty of Dentistry at McGill is close to 
$250,000 per year (excluding equipment), an amount similar to that 
of the Faculty of Medicine, and maybe even higher depending on 
how the amounts are tallied,” says Dr. Marc McKee, Associate Dean 
of Research. 

“In fact, over the past five years, professors in the Faculty have 
been involved in obtaining funding for research that totals an average 
of about $10 million per year (including equipment and other 
research-related income).”

growINg PoST-gradS: THE 
CHaNgINg FaCE oF dentistry 

Ever since McGill proposed closing the Faculty of Dentistry in the early 1990s, 
the Faculty has been committed to growing its research. 

 feaTUre

 Recent PhD graduates Hadil Al-Jallad, David Bassett and Saeed Khalili
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Post-graduate students arrive in the Faculty from places as far-flung as Asia, the Middle 
East, Africa, Europe and, in a shift from the past, from closer to home – the U.S. and Central 
and South America. 

“While the majority of our graduate students (about two-thirds) are already trained 
dentists,” explains Dr. Tran, “many come from other fields as diverse as engineering, 
biochemistry, biology, veterinary studies and even geology.”

Rapidly expanding research presents challenges in ensuring that the Faculty has the 
capacity to take on new researchers and projects, and in dealing with the increase in 
applications. To help manage the process, Maria Palumbo was hired as Admissions and 
Student Affairs Coordinator about four years ago. 

“I coordinate and process the application packages of those who apply to graduate studies 
and postgraduate dentistry (residencies),” Maria clarifies. “I am there for the students who 
have questions on their course requirements, thesis submissions, external scholarships, and 
on many other things. 

As a result, the Faculty can now vet and approve applications within a 24-48 hour period in 
order to secure highly qualified students. 

“This new position allows for better management of the graduate program. Maria 
personally contacts students and helps them to navigate the McGill admissions process,” says 
Dr. Tran. “Not to mention assisting them with visas and immigration papers.”

It helps that McGill has such an excellent reputation. It also offers a variety of services 
especially tailored for graduate students, such as training for other qualifications to help with 
career advancement. 

“These courses include public speaking, writing, CV building, management and 
communications skills,” says Dr. Tran. “There are workshops for designing courses, ethical 
conduct, research dissemination and job hunting – all very useful for graduate students.”

Where are students headed when they complete their post-graduate work? Many return to 
their countries of origin to continue their research or work within academia, join companies, 
or continue with post-doctorate research at McGill or elsewhere.

“One difficulty has been in tracking our students,” says Dr. Tran, “but with our new exit 
interview process, we hope to encourage our students to become ‘ambassadors’ for the 
Faculty and develop long-lasting connections.”

Nothing could be truer than what McGill Faculty of Dentistry alumnus Dr. Harry Rosen 
(DDS’53), said at a recent event: “Remember that our Faculty exists today because of research.”

oFFIcIaLLy Launched In 2010, the non-

thesIs msc proGram may be smaLL, but 

It has bIG GoaLs. The program is headed by 

Dr. Mari Kaartinen, who describes it as an 

opportunity to “help students to clarify their 

interests, get to know our Faculty members 

and engage with our cutting-edge research 

programs.”

The program is unique in its structure, 

as students are able to “sample” various 

research areas without committing to a 

specific research topic or project. 

“Essentially it’s a bridge from clinical 

degree to research studies – a program for 

those students who are not yet sure exactly 

what type of research they wish to do.”

One of six students in the program, Iris 

Boraschi-Diaz is an oral surgeon from Costa 

Rica. “It got to a point where I wanted more 

of a challenge and I decided to explore the 

area of research.” She hopes to continue her 

research as a PhD student at McGill.  

In fact, the program draws many foreign 

students, as it offers a chance to sample 

both McGill and a variety of research areas. 

“I chose the program to become an oral 

health researcher,” says Naveen Dasari, who 

is from India. “I enjoy interacting with 

researchers.” He hopes to find a job in public 

health.

 Aarti Angrula, also from India, 

appreciates the course because it allows 

“freedom to choose different courses 

related to one’s interests.” She plans to look 

for a job related to research, and after 

getting sound experience, may pursue a 

PhD. “I believe this program has paved my 

way towards research.”

  Aarti Angrula, Naveen Dasari, 

 Dr. Mari Kaartinen and Iris 

 Boraschi-Diaz

 feaTUre

MSc

MSc

MSc
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nikoo Taghavi 

“I am from the land where strong black tea, spices, 
and hand-made carpets are not a luxury, but freedom 
is,” smiles Nikoo Taghavi. This statement reflects 
just one part of the charm that makes up the 
Faculty’s Instructional Technical Administrator. 

I t is a position with many responsibilities. “I work directly and closely with Olga Chodan and 
Rocchina Testa on financial and budgetary issues,” she explains. “I troubleshoot WebCT 
issues that come up before, during and after exams, and I handle parts of payroll, payment 
of invoices, and many other miscellaneous things.”

Nikoo’s demanding role inevitably involves many different aspects of the Faculty. “I think 
the challenges I face are common to everyone: time, budget, and space,” she says. “But I am 
most proud of being able to attain what we attain with the resources available to us. I definitely 
understand the true meaning of working within the budget!”

This year, Nikoo worked with Olga on the transition of the administration of the Continuing 
Dental Education program to the McGill School of Continuing Studies, as well as having some 
involvement with the financial side of the McGill University Qatar Institute for Oral Health. 

“What I enjoy most about working in the Faculty are the people and finding a way to make 
things work within time and budgetary limitations.”

“I hope to keep learning and to be a part of new and exciting challenges in our Faculty.”

most under-rated vIrtue: Kindness
FavourIte book: My Uncle Napoleon by Iraj Pezeshkzad
you can never have too many: Happy memories
Found reLaxInG: Sipping on a cold beer after a nice long bike ride
Greatest extravaGance: Taking the day off and doing nothing

 facULTY hIghLIghTs

susan young

“

“
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Maria PaluMbo

Before coming to McGill to work in the Faculty of 
Dentistry, Maria Palumbo had always worked in a 
corporate environment. 

M oving to McGill was a big change and obviously was very challenging.”
She started working with Patricia Bassett in undergraduate admissions, but as the 

post-graduate residency and graduate research department was growing rapidly, they 
needed some assistance and Maria was recruited to coordinate graduate admissions.

As  the Admissions and Student Affairs Coordinator, she processes the application packages of 
students who apply to the graduate and post-graduate residency programs. 

“I try to do the best I can daily and I can say that every day is a learning experience.” 
Maria is particularly proud of the PhD defence program guide she created with valuable input 

from Dr. Marc McKee. 
“I know that it is a very important milestone and a result of the student’s accomplishment after 

years of studies.”
Maria’s hard work was recognized this past year when Dr. Simon Tran nominated her for the 

“Most Valuable Person” award. 
“It makes me feel great to feel appreciated,” says Maria. “I enjoy working for Dr. Tran and I’m 

grateful for his patience and understanding.”
One day she hopes to retire in great health and become a grandmother. “But a mother-in-law 

first!” she adds with a laugh.

you can never have too many: Friends
Found reLaxInG: Zumba, reading, murder mystery shows
Greatest extravaGance: New Nespresso cappuccino machine!
FavourIte sonG: Stand by me

susan young

Last May, she had a computer crash of enormous proportions and it truly was one 
of the biggest job challenges Susan Young has faced.

“I am still having to find and recreate work and documents that were 
lost when my computer crashed.”

In her role as Administrative Coordinator, this is no small tragedy. 
Susan assists the directors of the graduate and undergraduate Oral 

and Maxillofacial Surgery (OMFS) programs to ensure the smooth 
running of all aspects of the OMFS residency programs (externship, 
internship, residency) and third- and fourth-year oral surgery courses.

Susan has had over 25 years’ experience within the University, which 
means she sees students moving up in their profession. 

“After first knowing them as students, I now work for Dr. Iera, Dr. El-
Hakim and Dr. Villafranca,” she laughs. 

What has she enjoyed most about working in the Faculty? “I like 
interacting with staff, students, residents and sales representatives.” 

The past year has been a busy one – Susan was involved with the 

certification of the OMFS one-year internship program and the four-year 
OMFS residency program. 

All the hard work and computer crashes are worth it when faced 
with recognition for all her accomplishments. Susan is very proud of 
being honoured with the “Most Valuable Person” award last year, which 
she received with Maria Palumbo.

one day I hope to:  
Tour Europe and Australia by motorcycle
you can never have too many: Friends and memories
Found reLaxInG:  
Reading, knitting, quilting, drinking wine
Greatest extravaGance: Shopping for jewellery

 facULTY hIghLIghTs

“
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the JIm Lund dentaL cLInIc at 

weLcome haLL mIssIon In montreaL 

has been in operation for less than two 

years and it has already treated close to 800 

patients.  

Dr. Paul Sweet is the director of the 

clinic, responsible for supervising and 

teaching McGill dental students and resi- 

dents, John Abbott dental hygiene students 

and the occasional dental assisting 

student, as well as treating patients. 

“There has been overwhelming 

demand and unfortunately the waiting 

period is in excess of six months,” he says.

He sees the clinic’s biggest impact in 

its accessible dental care for low-income 

families, pensioners, immigrants and 

refugees, residents of the Welcome Hall 

Mission and other similar organizations. 

There is an impact on dental students 

as well. “They have reacted very positively 

to this rotation in their studies, in part 

because of the beautiful modern facility, 

but also because of the close supervision 

and instruction they receive,” he explains. 

“This rotation offers them a more 

integrated approach to dentistry and an 

experience closer to what they can expect 

in private practice.”

 facULTY hIghLIghTs

  Dr. Paul Sweet (DMD’90) working

 with students in the Jim Lund Clinic

 at Welcome Hall Mission Mission

The past year has brought many new and exciting 
changes to the Faculty’s Continuing Education 
program. In order to enhance its offerings of 
seminars and hands-on workshops, we have joined 
forces with the School of Continuing Studies at 
McGill University. 

o ne of our first joint initiatives was the online survey – many thanks to all of you who 
participated. Respondents overwhelmingly voted for lecture-based and hands-on 
formats that offer evidence-based programming and give examples of real 
situations relevant to day-to-day practice. 

Another new feature in the 2012 CE offerings will be the mini-residency in pediatric 
dentistry. “There is a shortage of pediatric dentists (specialists) in Quebec,” notes Dr. Ali Fakhry, 
who became the new Chair in May 2011. “The purpose of the mini-residency is to provide 
flexible continuing education for general practitioners interested in upgrading their knowledge 
and skills to deliver dental care to young children.”

Also coming soon is the launch of the new CE website, which will offer the user a friendlier 
interface and navigation tools, online self-study modules, webcasts and podcasts, free course 
offerings and the possibility to propose speakers and topics. 

ComINg UP IN CoNTINUINg EdUCaTIoN 2012

www.mcgill.ca/dentistry/continuing-ed

Mini-Residency in Pediatric 
Dentistry (Hands-on Workshops)
Sept. 22, Oct. 20 and Nov. 24, 2012
Jan. 26 and Mar. 9, 2013
Drs. Marie-Eve Asselin, Normand Bach, 
Stéphane Schwartz, Cathy Vu and  
Duy-Dat Vu
Take advantage of this comprehensive and 
relevant update in Pediatric Dentistry with 
plenty of hands-on experience!

McGill Symposium on Dental 
Technology and Communication
Sept. 29, 2012
Dr. Samer Abi-Nader, Mr. Antonello 
Remartini and Mr. Olivier Tric
Join us for the first ever McGill Symposium 
on Dental Technology and Communication 
featuring a panel of distinguished speakers.

Evidence-Based Decision-Making 
in a World of Uncertainty and 
Choice 
Faculty of Dentistry’s Ernie 
Ambrose Lectureship Series – 
Homecoming 2012
Oct. 12, 2012
Drs. Emanuel Alvaro, Ben Balevi, Tom 
Iwanowski and Brenda Joy
Don’t miss this educational event and the 
opportunity to connect with your 
classmates, friends and colleagues!

Premalignant Lesions and Oral 
Cancer: What Dentists Must Know! 
(Hands-on Workshop)
Oct. 26-27, 2012
Drs. Michel El-Hakim, Adel Kauzman, 
Peter Kauzmann and Michèle Tremblay
Join us for this comprehensive one-and-a-
half-day course on oral cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment followed by a 
limited attendance soft tissue biopsy 
hands-on workshop.
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brenda rhodes

“ Everyone in the Faculty has been 
welcoming and supportive, which 
helps me do my job. I don’t come from 
a dentistry background so this is all 
new and exciting.”

B renda Rhodes was hired as a project manager at the end of September 2011 to work 
on the McGill-Qatar project. She comes to the Faculty after working with the federal 
government, and in politics – she ran as an MPP for Parry Sound-Muskoka. 

Her role as project manager involves a lot of organization, scheduling, proposal 
writing, information gathering, budget monitoring, acting as liaison between stakeholders, 
and creating deadlines. 

“This being a new position, it has evolved and mutated over time,” she says. “Essentially, I 
am here  to make sure we meet our deadlines.”

She admits she finds seeing the project develop very exciting. “Our team has had many 
conversations with people, stakeholders in Qatar and here at McGill. As we pull bits of 
information from each conversation, the project has come to life. I always enjoy seeing the 
way things come together.”

 facULTY hIghLIghTs

the Qatar FoundatIon and the 

country’s supreme councIL oF heaLth 

have asked the Faculty of Dentistry to 

prepare a proposal to assist practising 

dentists in Qatar in upgrading their skills 

to North American standards. 

The proposal will focus on three areas: 

continuing education and professional 

development; graduate dental training; 

and research and research training in oral 

health and related fields. The goal of the 

collaboration is to ensure excellent quality 

health care for the Qatari population.

Dr. Shahrokh Esfandiari (PhD’08) has 

been involved with the development of 

the post-graduate training programs for 

the project, which include a two-year 

Qualifying Program and a one-year Post 

Graduate Residency.

“Let’s face it,” he says, “our Faculty 

could be opening a second campus across 

the world that operates with the same 

rigors and standards that we are accus- 

tomed to at McGill – but in a different 

cultural and social environment. It is of 

utmost importance that we understand 

this culture and contextualize our 

approach accordingly. It requires patience 

and an open spirit.”

Brenda Rhodes, the project manager for 

the McGill-Qatar project, is also very 

excited about the venture, in particular its 

potential. It was on a recent visit a recent 

visit to Qatar that she realized the full 

significance of the McGill-Qatar project. 

“During a meeting, the leader of the 

public health care system spoke from her 

heart. You could feel her determination to 

improve the system for the people of 

Doha,” she says. 

“In that moment, it was confirmed for 

me that this project and the help we are 

proposing would improve their system 

and the skills of the dentistry workforce. 

It will make a difference to the people  

of Qatar.”

  Sand dunes outside of Doha, Qatar 

Biologic, Biomechanical and 
Esthetic Concepts for the 
Restoration of Teeth and 
Endosseous Implants: An 
Interdisciplinary Approach
Nov. 2, 2012
Dr. Neil Starr
Engage in an informative and cutting-edge 
presentation delivered by a distinguished 
speaker, an accomplished author and a 
McGill alumnus!

Advances in Dental Pharmacology: 
Medicated and Complicated 
Patients!
Nov. 9, 2012
Ms. Karen Baker
Don’t miss on this engaging and informative 
presentation by one of the most sought-
after speakers in dental pharmacology!

Implant-Retained Overdenture 
Therapy (Hands-on Workshop)
Nov. 17, 2012
Drs. Samer Abi-Nader, Chris Barwacz and 
Ali Fakhry
Learn how to deliver simple and effective 
implant treatment solutions for your 
edentulous patients.

Symposium on Temporomandibular 
Disorders (TMD): Diagnosis and 
Treatment
Nov. 30, 2012
Drs. Patrick Arcache, Brian Freund, Donald 
Taylor, Jean-Philippe Fréchette and Samer 
Abi-Nader
Join a panel of distinguished speakers 
discussing some of the most important 
topics on TMJ disorders!

Diode Soft and Hard Tissue Lasers 
in Dental Practice:  Seeing the 
Light! (Hands-on Workshop)
Dec. 8, 2012
Dr. Glen van As
Discover the many benefits of the exciting 
world of soft tissue laser dentistry! 

you can never have too many: Plants
Found reLaxInG: Enjoying the outdoors
Greatest extravaGance: My hair 

most underrated vIrtue: Empathy
FavourIte movIe: Field of Dreams
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 facULTY hIghLIghTs

NEw aPPoINTmENTS
assocIate proFessors

beLInda nIcoLau, dds (paraná, 

brazIL) 1988, msc (London) 1996, 

phd (London) 2001

Dr. Nicolau joins the Faculty as an 
associate professor, bringing with her 
considerable research experience in 
life course epidemiology – 
understanding the long-term effects 
of socioeconomic and psychosocial 

exposures in the development of chronic oral diseases. She comes 
to McGill from INRS-Institut Armand-Frappier, where she was an 
associate professor. Since completing her postdoctoral training at 
McGill in 2005, she has been an adjunct professor with the Faculty 
of Dentistry.

rIchard hovey, ma (mcGILL) 1989, 

phd (caLGary) 2007

Dr. Hovey joins the Faculty with a 
strong expertise in bridging gaps 
between theory and practice in areas 
such as patient-centred care. His 
research focuses on understanding 
the experiences of vulnerable and 
underserved populations, like those 
living with chronic illness, cancer or 

the effects of medically induced trauma. His approach is narrative- 
or story-based and publications include topics related to education, 
communication, leadership and inter-professional practice.

assIstant proFessor

basseL kano, dmd (boston) 2000, 

cert. endo (boston) 2004 

Dr. Kano has been appointed assistant 
professor and director of endodontics 
after working with the Faculty as a 
clinical instructor and lecturer since 
2007. Dr. Kano attended Boston Univer- 
sity where he obtained his dental 
degree, postgraduate training and 

served as clinical instructor in the Department of Endodontics. He 
has a private practice in Montreal.

adJunct proFessor

JennIFer nyuk wo LIm, ma 

(manchester) 1992, phd 

(manchester) 1998, cert. 

teachInG (Leeds) 2000

Dr. Lim joins the Faculty with a strong 
research background in the sociology 
of medicine and health, with a focus on 
multicultural societies in the UK and 
the Asia Pacific region. She holds an 

Adjunct Professor position at the Universities of Malaya (Malaysia) 
and United Arab Emirates and she is also the international 
organizing committee member for behavioural science for the Asia 
Pacific Organisation for Cancer Prevention.

assocIate member

dr. rené st-arnaud, bsc bIochemIstry (montreaL) 1980, 

phd physIoLoGy (LavaL) 1986

FacuLty Lecturer (cLInIcaL)

 Â  France aLbert, dmd (LavaL) 1997, msc pros  

(toronto) 2001

 Â maJed bakdach, mdm (montreaL) 2010

 Â  patrIck canonne, dmd (montreaL) 1973, cert. paedo 

(montreaL) 1978

 Â cynthIa carbone, dmd (mcGILL) 2010

 Â chrIstIne chunG, dmd (mcGILL) 1984

 Â  marGaret cIeLeckI, dmd (mcGILL) 2007, cert. endo 

(nova southeastern) 2011

 Â JaIme Greenspoon, dmd (mcGILL) 2007, mdt (mcGILL) 1998

 Â susan GreenwaLd, bsc (mcGILL) 1982, dmd (mcGILL) 1986

 Â  sabrIna mancInI, dds (mcGILL) 1994, msc perIo  

(toronto) 1998

 Â eLIse morency, dmd (montreaL) 2010

 Â  romIna perrI, dmd (mcGILL) 2008, msc perIo  

(north caroLIna) 2011

 Â  bram saLIs, dmd (mcGILL) 2005, cert. perIo  

(new york) 2010

 Â stephanIa scaLIa, dmd (montreaL) 2010

 Â JennIFer sLon, dmd (mcGILL) 2009

 Â  Jeremy werbItt, bsc (mcGILL) 2003, dmd (mcGILL) 2007,  

cert. perIo 2010

 Â steFan cIobanu, dmd (montreaL) 2009

 Â  tamara FInkeLsteIn, bsc (mcGILL) 2001, dmd  

(mcGILL) 2007
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 facULTY hIghLIghTs

FacuLty awards

dr. robert davId (dds’62) was 
honoured with the Distinguished 
Service Award from the McGill 
Alumni Association, which recog- 
nizes outstanding service to the 
University. An Associate Professor, 
he is well known for his enthusiasm, 
commitment, and numerous contri- 
butions to the Faculty since becoming 
a part of the academic staff in 1967. A 
Faculty Advisory Board member 
since 1997, he has helped with 
fundraising initiatives and served as 
Chair of the Faculty’s Continuing 
Education Program on a voluntary 
basis since 2005. 

dean pauL aLLIson was appointed 
a Fellow of the Canadian Academy  
of Health Sciences (CAHS). This is 
one of the highest honours for 
individuals in the Canadian health 
sciences community and he was one 
of seven leaders in the health 
sciences from McGill to be elected a 
CAHS fellow. Elections are based on 
a nominating and peer review 
process that seeks to recognize 
those who are marked by a record of 
substantial accomplishment.

50 years’ servIce

dr. John FonG-

chonG (dds’60)  

and dr. edward 

sLapcoFF (dds’56)

celebrated 50 years of 

working with the 

Faculty and were honoured at the Faculty’s staff holiday party on 

Thursday, December 8, 2011, at Bistro Philinos.

LeavInG

This year will be the last at the Faculty for mIchaeL mchuGh who 
has been with the Faculty since 1996, eLIzabeth Forsprecher 

(dmd’08), who has been here since 1981, and dr. LouIs z. G. touyz 
who has been with us since 1990. We wish them best of luck in their 
new endeavours. 

 The annual staff dinner, held on 

 June 9, 2011, at the Tasca  restaurant.

awardS & SErvICE

 The Outreach Cocktail Ceremony held on Wednesday, 

 May 25, 2011, at the Thomson Hall Ballroom.
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inTroducTion 

In this newsletter, as we have done in the past 
several issues, we high-light the activities of one of 
our research strengths in the Faculty: The Clinical 
and Health Services research group. 

rESEarCH matters

 research MaTTers 

TablE ClINIC EvENT

thIs year’s tabLe cLInIcs event was a great success thanks to 

the organizer, Véronique Benhamou, our students, residents, 

judges, staff and guests. Below is a list of our winners and their 

project titles:

hInman prIze For underGraduate summer research: Ting 

Huang & Adila Khan – “16s rRNA metagenomics-based survey of 

oral biofilms in obese children”

best Graduate poster: Violet D’Souza – “Tailored information 

and its benefits in head and neck cancer patients”

cda/dentspLy For best underGraduate poster: Matthew 

Morrison – “Tori: Well known yet poorly understood”

montreaL dentaL cLub For 2nd best underGraduate 

poster: Kristina Dee – “iProsthodontics”

3rd best underGraduate poster: Erin Watson & Carley 

Rapoport - “Adherence to recommended periodontal standards 

post-SRP: The McCall Study”

aLpha omeGa/mount royaL dentaL socIety: Catherine 

Normand & Pascale Robitaille – “Lasers in periodontics: A 

promising future?”

rESEarCH day

heLd march 29, the 7th annuaL research day was an 

opportunity to showcase Faculty research. 

poster wInners

1st prIze: Hazem Eimar - Tooth Enamel Ultrastructure: 

Correlation between Composition and Physical Properties

2nd prIze: Shyamali Saha - Probiotic Replacement Therapy for 

the Prevention and Treatment of Dental Caries and Oral 

Candidiasis

3rd prIze: Sreenath Madathil - Intergenerational Effect of 

Parental (Pan) Chewing Habit Can Increase the Risk of Oral Cancer

oraLs

1st prIze: Akanksa Srivastava - Willingness to Pay for Mandibular 

Two-Implant Overdentures - A Pilot Study

2nd prIze: Juliana Marulanda - Effects of Arterial Calcification 

on Bone Mass in Mgp-/- Mice

3rd prIze: Zeeshen Sheikh - Optimization of Physico-Chemical 

Properties of Bioceramics for Bone Augmentation Applications

I ndeed, what a bunch of profs, students, and trainees they are! 
Not only is their research breaking new ground, but we will 
most surely have to break “real” new ground soon, as they are 
busting at the seams in their current location at the campus 

research building.  
Of all our research groups, this one has grown the most in recent 

times, with several new profs and more to come. This dynamic 
group specializes in translational research – meaning 

research projects that directly involve 
individuals and community groups.  

In doing this, they work closely with 
patients, representatives from 
underprivileged groups, health care 
professionals, and government 

organizations. Their research is helping us ask the right questions 
– and then answer them – for the betterment of oral and general 
human health. 

In other news, I would like to highlight the fact that Dr. Laura 
Stone’s research team made a key discovery in pain research that 
received extensive media coverage. It was deemed one of the top ten 
scientific breakthroughs in Quebec for 2011 in the magazine Québec 
Science.  

Her group discovered that once pain is eliminated, it is also 
possible to reverse abnormal changes seen in the brain formed in 
the presence of pain. Yet another reason for us to eliminate pain – to 
keep our brains “normal!”

– Associate Dean (Research) Professor Marc D. McKee
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STUdENTS’ aTTITUdES  TowardS 
UNdErPrIvIlEgEd PaTIENTS 

a study by conducted by LayaL ksaybI and JennIFer 

seIdLer and supervised by Dr. Veronique Benhamou investigated 

dental students’ perceptions and levels of comfort and concern 

with the treatment of high-risk, underprivileged patients in a 

university dental outreach community program. The findings 

revealed that training, technical skills and clinical experience 

may improve students’ comfort while working in a dental 

outreach program. Despite concerns over a higher risk of disease 

transmission, students enjoyed the program and female students 

were found to be more interested in treating an outreach 

population in their future practice.

SUmmEr rESEarCH  
ProjECTS

every summer about eIGht dentIstry underGraduates 

receIve FundInG to pursue scIence or cLInIcaL research 

proJects. The scholarships are offered to students in the early 

stages of their training who rank in the top 20% of their class. The 

research is completed under the supervision of an academic staff 

member. 

At the end of the research project, those students who 

conducted original research are eligible for the Hinman Prize. 

Students prepare and deliver poster presentations at Dentistry’s 

Annual Table Clinics Event that describe the results of their 

projects.

 research MaTTers 

research in clinical  
healTh services

Faculty Clinical and Health Services is a growing area of research in medical 
science that explores the use of health technologies involving new and 
existing medicines, treatments and procedures. It also addresses clinical 
practice, for example offering guidance on the appropriate prevention, 
treatment and patient care for specific diseases and conditions. 

  Drs. Belinda Nicolau, Mary-Ellen MacDonald, Christophe

    Bedos and Jocelyne Feine

W ithin the Faculty of Dentistry, researchers investigate 
issues like access to health care, causes of oral 
disease, and what can be done to improve our oral 
and general health. Research looks at understanding 

the experiences of vulnerable and underserved populations, like 
young children or those living with chronic illness or cancer. 

“Every citizen should be able to count on receiving medical and 

dental care that meets their needs and is based on the best scientific 
knowledge – yet there is strong evidence that this frequently is not 
the case,” notes Associate Professor Dr. Belinda Nicolau. 
“Collaborative multidisciplinary work would help to decrease the gap 
between the health care that we have now and the health care that 
we could have.”

The team focuses on training students and dentists to improve 
care for underprivileged groups, preventing caries in pre-school 
children, improving both the quality of life and survival rates for oral 
cancer patients, and promoting implant-supported over-dentures as 
the standard of care for Canada.

An important aspect of the team’s work involves bridging gaps 
between theory and practice, research and clinical dentistry.

The impact of the team’s research is far-reaching. It was involved 
in a consensus conference that set a new standard of dental care for 
edentulism, or tooth loss, in the elderly, and it is working with 
institutions and stakeholders across Canada and internationally to 
develop standards of care in oral health.

One important ongoing project is the HeNCe Life study, which 
examines the socioeconomic, psychological, biological, and genetic 
factors that could influence the development of head and neck 
cancers and patients’ survival in Canada, Brazil, and India.

13
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Iris Boraschi-Diaz is a long way from home. 
Originally from San Jose, Costa Rica, she made 
the difficult decision to leave her oral surgery 
practice and her family to come to Montreal to 
do a Master’s degree. 

“It got to a point that I needed more of a 
challenge,” she smiles. “I wanted to pursue 
research but since I was a clinician and I didn’t 
have much research experience, I decided to 
start with something that gave me some basic 
knowledge of the area – a bit of a taste – to see 
if I could find the challenge I was looking for.”

Although she first felt as though she didn’t 
know anything about research, Iris is now 
running Western blots, doing ELISAs and solid 
phase assays almost every day. “I’ve found a 
new world of opportunities where I can discover 
new things.”

Its flexibility is what makes the Master’s 
program so interesting. “Last year I started as a 
volunteer in Dr. Komarova’s lab and now I am a 
research assistant developing a project related 
to extracellular matrix and bone cells.”

With her studies and work as President of 
the Dentistry Graduate Students’ Society, Iris 
has been busy.  

What does she enjoy most? “Well, it might 
sound a bit nerdy but I enjoy research. I love 
what I do every day – I’ve found my challenge 
and my passion.”
one day I hope to: Have my own  
research lab
you can never have too many: Questions
most underrated vIrtue: Patience
FavourIte musIcIan: Candy Dulfer
Greatest extravaGance: Extreme sports

david Powell 
1sT-yr PosT-graduaTe residenT

iris boraschi-diaz 
non-Thesis Msc PrograM

In 2011, David Powell went to Shanao, a part 
of the Amazonian rainforest in northern Peru 
on a two-week humanitarian mission. “I will 
never forget how gratifying it was to be able 
to help those in desperate need of treatment, 
but with no resources to get help otherwise.” 
He and a group of dental professionals and 
students from McGill treated nearly 700 
patients (performing 850 extractions and 490 
restorations). 

Currently undertaking post-graduate 
studies in the general practice residency 
program at the Jewish General Hospital, 
David chose dentistry because he felt it suited 
his personality. “It engages both my scientific 
and artistic sides.” 

David’s love for the profession shines 
through when he talks of what he enjoys 
most about his work and its challenges. 
“Dentistry involves developing manual 
dexterity and perfecting technical skills. After 
having repeated a procedure multiple times, 
inevitably there comes a moment when it’s 
done perfectly for the first time. It’s a 
wonderful feeling of accomplishment.”

He hopes to continue building his 
experience and technical abilities by working 
on challenging cases in different disciplines, 
perhaps by continuing in a specialty or 
working as a general practitioner. 

one day I hope to: Travel the world
you can never have too many: Friends
most underrated vIrtue: Generosity
FavourIte movIe: Remember the Titans
Greatest extravaGance: iPad

 sTUdenTs’ IMpacT

Joanna Lamberts chose dentistry because it 
offered an opportunity to work for herself – 
and she discovered her calling. As a 
professional, she is interested in working 
with individuals with intellectual disabilities.

“I really enjoy learning more about dental 
public health and the challenges patients face 
when accessing care.”

Originally from Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, 
Joanna chose McGill because she wanted to 
live in Montreal – a good choice for her love of 
the arts and music.  

Over the past four years, she has enjoyed 
getting to know the staff and the personalized 
attention students get from the Faculty. Has 
she had any “ah-ha” moments? 

“During summer clinic when we were 
trying to see four patients in one day for the 
first time. That’s when I first felt like a dentist.”

Her proudest achievement was when she 
and a team of McGill dentistry students were 
finalists for the Forces Avenir scholarship for 
their Bright Smiles Project – an awareness 
campaign designed to reduce infant tooth 
decay.  

Next year, Joanna moves on to Vancouver 
to complete a general practice residency. She 
also hopes to take photography lessons and 
learn how to ski. 

one day I hope to: Have an art exhibit  
FavourIte book: The Prophet by Kahlil 
Gibran
Greatest extravaGance: All-you-can-eat 
sushi with friends after a long day in the clinic
you can never have too many: Spicy 
tuna rolls
Found reLaxInG: Listening to records

joanna laMberTs 
4Th-year denTal sTudenT



  Bake Sale Fundraiser for 

Outreach - Lidiya 

Zavalashina, Sara Fagen and 

Lauren Vredenburg 

 sTUdenT’s IMpacT

a THoUSaNd wordS
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   (above) The new Graduate Students’ Society: Jelena Djokic, Iris 

Boraschi-Diaz, Hazem Eimar, Thomas Nguyen, Akanksha Scrivastava 

and Betty Hoac

 Mont Tremblant trip

  Cavity Ninjas!

  Lauren Vredenburg, Sara Fagen, Lidiya Zavalishina, Jessica Bruce and 

Diana Heckler in Disney Princess costumes for Halloween.

  Chinese Dinner

  Students’ Roast dinner  Pre- Dentistry social get-together
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 Â  ANTHONY BARZAN 
Prix Micheline-Blain

 Â  HEATHER CHANCE 
Graduated with Distinction 
Dr. James McCutcheon Medal 
McGill Alumnae Society Prize

 Â  YUN-WEN CHEN 
Dean’s Honour List 
Dr. J. K. Carver Award 
Dr. Marvin and Mandy Werbitt Award in Dentistry  
American Association of Orthodontics Award 

 Â  ADRIANO FARINA 
Dr. André Charest Prize 
American Academy of Periodontology Award

 Â  ESTHER FELDMAN 
Graduated with Distinction 
American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Pathology Award

 Â  CARL HUYNH 
Academy of General Dentistry’s 2011 Senior Dental 
Student Award

 Â  OLIVIA LO 
Dean’s Honour List 
Dr. A. Gerald Racey Prize 
Sunstar Gum Award in Dentistry

 Â  BROOKE PANCER 
Graduated with Distinction 
Canadian Academy of Periodontology Book Prize

 Â  LAUREN POVITZ  
Prix d’Excellence Jean Robert Vincent

 Â  DAVID POWELL 
Graduated with Distinction 
C.D.A. Student Leadership Award 
Dr. Paul A. Marchand and Maurine McNeil Marchand 
Prize 
Bisco Dental Products Canada Inc. Award 

 Â  GIOVANNI SCALIA 
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Award 
American Association of Public Health Dentistry 
Award

 Â  QUYEN SU 
Graduated with Distinction

 Â  SHAN SUN 
The 3M ESPE Student Clinical Award

 Â  GREG WALSH 
Prix de l’Académie Dentaire du Québec

 Â  MIRA WASSEF 
American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Radiology Award 
Student Achievement Award in Endodontics

 Â  SERENA WONG 
Dr. Soo Kim Lan Prize in Dentistry

 Â  KATY YACOVITCH 
Dean’s Honour List 
Dr. W. G. Leahy Prize  
Dr. A. W. Thornton Gold Medal 
Dr. A. L. Walsh Prize  
American Academy of Dental Practice Administration 
Endowment and Memorial Foundation Award

class of 2011: 
 The chaMPagne brunch and awards 

each year the FacuLty 

hosts a tradItIonaL 

convocatIon champaGne 

brunch to honour the 

GraduatInG cLass at the 

mcGILL FacuLty cLub on 

tuesday, may 31, 2011. 

teachInG awards

 Â  DR. SAMER ABI-NADER 
W. W. Wood Award

 Â  DR. JOCELYNE FEINE 
The Howard S. Katz Excellence in Teaching Award 

 Â  DR. PHILIPPE MARTINEAU 
The American Academy of Periodontology 2011 
Award for Outstanding Teaching and Mentoring  
in Periodontics

 sTUdenT’s IMpacT

  Serena Wong and Quyen Su

  Esther Feldman, David Powell, Quyen Su,

    Brooke Pancer, Dr. Paul Allison and

    Heather Chance

  Dr. Jeffrey Myers, Brooke Pancer and

    Lauren Povitz
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dmd 2013
 Â  MELISSA CERONE 

Dr. Ernest R. Ambrose Scholarship in Dentistry 
Dr. L. A. Cohn Prize

 Â  AMANDA CRISTINZIANO 
Dr. Leanore K. Feine Prize  

 Â  KRISTINA DEE 
Dr. Leanore K. Feine Prize  

 Â  SARAH HABIB 
Dean’s Honour List 
Dr. Leanore K. Feine Prize  

 Â  JOANNA LAMBERTS 
Dean’s Honour List 
Dr. William Boroff Scholarship in Dentistry 
Dr. Leanore K. Feine Prize  

 Â  DIEN LIU 
Dr. Philip J. and Mrs. Stella Gitnick Prize  
Dr. James E. G. Harrison Scholarship in Dentistry  

 Â  NICHOLAS THORPE 
Dean’s Honour List 
Dr. Lyman E. Francis Prize   
Dr. Gerald Franklin Prize 
Rena and Mervyn Gornitsky Scholarship   
Dr. Harry Rosen Scholarship in Dentistry 

 Â  ERIN WATSON 
Dean’s Honour List 
Dr. Janet Griffin-Merth Scholarship in Dentistry   
International College of Dentists Prize

Graduate awards

 Â  MCGILL UNIVERSTIY FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 
INTERNAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
Jelena Djokic, MSc Candidate 
Hazem Eimar, PhD Candidate 
Betty Hoac, PhD Candidate 
Saeed Khalili, PhD Candidate 
Zohreh Khavandgar, PhD Candidate 
Seunghwan Lee, PhD Candidate 
Salwa Maria, PhD Candidate  
Vamsee Dhar Myneni, PhD Candidate

 Â  SAEED KHALILI, PHD CANDIDATE 
Dr. Lyon Bercovitch Memorial Award  

 Â  VAMSEE DHAR MYNENI, PHD CANDIDATE 
Dr. and Mrs. I.N. Pesner Memorial Prize  

 Â   KHADY KA, PHD CANDIDATE 
Dr. Wah Leung Fellowship  

 Â   ZOHREH KHAVANDGAR, PHD CANDIDATE 
Dr. E.T. & Mrs. Marjorie Bourke Award

 

 sTUdenT’s IMpacT

wHITE CoaT ceremony 
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the 10th annuaL whIte coat 

ceremony took pLace on 

wednesday, september 21, 2011, 

 at a new LocatIon – redpath haLL. 

It was an opportunIty to 

ceLebrate the success oF the 

cLass oF 2013 and mark  

the moment at the start oF  

theIr thIrd year when  

dentIstry students move  

From pre-cLInIcaL studIes to 

cLInIcaL work.

Dr. Marie Dagenais welcomed the students 
and the Dean gave his formal address. Paige 
Charbonneau (DMD’13) offered a tribute to 
donors and Sarah Piercy (DMD’13) and 
Hardeep Asi (DMD’12) gave the student 
address. Dr. Jean-Marc Retrouvey was 

presented with the Ralph Silverstone Teaching 
Award. The keynote address was presented by 
nurse, psychologist and clinical ethicist, Dr. 
Franco Carnevale (Med’86, PhD’94). The 
pledge was led by Dr. John Blomfield (DDS’74).

dmd 2015

 Â  JASMINE WRIGHT 
 Dr. Harry Rosen Entrance Scholarship 

dmd 2014

 Â  LESLEY BERGMAN 
Dean’s Honour List 
Ping Kwan Lau Scholarship

 Â  ERICA KADER 
Dean’s Honour List

 Â  SARAH LIU 
Dean’s Honour List 
Dr. Howard S. Katz Scholarship in Dentistry

 Â  TOBIAS MEISZINGER 
Phyllis Butterworth Major Entrance Scholarship 

dmd 2013

 Â  FERAS AL HALABI 
Dr. W. C. Bushell Prize 

 Â  AZAZ AWAN 
Dr. Yu-Ming Lam Scholarship 

 Â  PAIGE CHARBONNEAU 
Dr. Maxwell and Betty l. Goldenberg Prize 

 Â  AMBERENE CHUNARA 
Dean’s Honour List 
Dr. M. Donigan Prize 

 Â  CHANTAL CZEREDNIKOW 
Dr. K.I. Melville Prize   
Dr. Morton and Dr. Jonathan Lang Prize in Dentistry

 Â  BRITTANY FLOOD 
Dean’s Honour List

 Â  LAURA MANCINI 
Dean’s Honour List 
Dr. M. Donigan Prize 
Dr. Earl Lerner Faculty Scholarship 
Dr. I. K. Lowry Prize 
Dr. K. I. Melville Prize 
Dr. D. P. Mowry Prize

 Â  RAMI YASSINE 
Dean’s Honour List 
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 aLUMnI connecTIons

a bout six years ago, Dr. Ken Wright (BCom’55, DDS’66) 
was approached about an area in London, Ontario, where 
many refugees and immigrants lived who needed dental 
care.

At the time, he had been part-time with the Schulich School of 
Medicine & Dentistry at the University of Western Ontario for 43 years, 
while also working as a periodontist in his private practice.

“So I spoke to the Dean and asked how we could help these 
people,” explained Dr. Wright. “He agreed that the time was right for 
the university to get involved in the community.”

The plan at first was to bring patients into the clinic, where they 
would be treated the same as everyone else, except there would be no 
fee. The program ran like this for a couple of years, but several 
problems became obvious as the number of participants dropped off. 

“The first was that several visits were needed before any dental 
work actually could begin and it became apparent this was asking a 

lot of the people in this particular community.”
It was at this point that Dr. Wright read an article in the Faculty of 

Dentistry alumni newsletter about what McGill was doing. He flew to 
Montreal to meet with Dr. Bruce Dobby and the Dean. He discovered 
some important differences between the program at McGill and the 
one at Western. 

“McGill went into the community rather than having people come 
to them, thus dealing with their fears of white coats and bureaucracy,” 
he says. 

“Working with agencies meant the agencies could do the screening 
so that the patients would be registered and ready when the dental 
students arrived. Also, for more intensive work, some patients would 
be brought in to a clinic at the dental school for several hours one 
Saturday every six weeks. ”

Dr. Wright returned to Western with a proposal: if the Faculty 
would build a community dental program into the curriculum, Wright 

dr. laureen disTefano

ever since she first applied to dental schools, Dr. Laureen 
DiStefano (DDS’86) wanted to travel. After she graduated 
and set up her practice, she wrote letters to volunteer 
organizations to enquire about the possibility of doing 

volunteer work abroad. 
“My first trip was to India,” she explains. “I volunteered in a Don 

Bosco Beatitude school, orphanage and training centre near 
Madras.” She made four visits to the same community and in the 
fourth year brought a portable compressor and suction unit, enabling 
her to do fillings, sealants and cleanings.

“I enjoyed going to India. During this fourth visit, some of the 
children would come up to me and point to their front teeth and say 
‘polish, polish.’ They knew that Canada was far away. They felt if 
their teeth were important to me, that they should be important to 
them.”

After India, Dr. DiStefano went to Guatemala with Kindness in 
Action, an organization that has many volunteers, including dentists, 
dental students and staff from McGill. 

She has visited the Republic of Kiribati in the South Pacific, 
travelling by sailboat to an island that had never had a dentist. There 
she met an 80-year-old doctor who was also volunteering!

She has also travelled several times to Danang in Vietnam, 
working with a small team of local dentists.

“The Vietnamese have an incredible power of forgiveness,” she 
observes. “There’s no animosity towards the West for the war. As 
one person put it, ‘Americans ended the war that politicians started.’”

In 1996, Dr. DiStefano returned to India, this time to Dharamshala 

and spent three months with the Tibetans. “It was wonderful,” she 
says. “I get a lot out of volunteering; it helps me to get to know the 
culture a lot more. Sometimes the hardest part of doing this work is 
coming back to the West.” 

From: Upstate New York
you can never have too many: Funny or touching stories
most underrated vIrtue: Honesty 
FavourIte book: A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry

If you’re interested in volunteering abroad,  

feel free to contact Dr. DiStefano via email to find  

out more at laureendistefano@hotmail.com. 
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  Dr. Laureen DiStefano in Vietnam, working with East

    Meets West’s dental assistant, Tri, inside a small but 

    well-equipped trailer
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 aLUMnI connecTIons

dr. ken wrighT

dr. MiTchell josePhs

d r. Mitchell Josephs (DDS’88) has 
stayed connected to the Faculty 
in many ways – both through 
fundraising and his contributions 

as a Faculty Advisory Board committee 
member, travelling to meetings in Montreal 
from Florida! 

“My four years at McGill were the most 
important years of my life, both professionally and personally,” he 
says. “I feel I arrived as a ‘child’ and was shaped and coached to be a 
professional adult.

“Although it helps the Faculty, my involvement is also being done 
for selfish reasons,” he admits. “I just want to still feel connected to 
McGill and the Faculty of Dentistry, to keep all those good feelings 
from when I studied there alive!”

In addition to his contributions to the Faculty, Dr. Josephs is busy 
keeping his dental practice “recession resistant” during one of the 
worst economic times in U.S. history. 

He thrives on building connections and helping others, giving all-
day seminars on marketing for dentists all over North America, 
hosting a live radio show called Tooth Talk, and appearing on local 
NBC News affiliates as a dental spokesperson. 

Even with this hectic schedule, he manages to fit in local 
charitable work. “Recently, I started probono dental work with 
patients from Gratitude House in West Palm Beach, Florida,” he 

explains. “I work with women who are victims of substance and 
domestic abuse.”

Does he have a weak spot for anything? “My greatest 
extravagance has been my car collections over the years,” he 
confesses. “Ferraris, Porsches, Lamborghinis, Maseratis, and 
others. I am an addict.”

He hopes to one day become a national spokesperson for the 
dental profession – the Dr. Oz of teeth. “I’d love to nationally syndicate 
my radio show, Tooth Talk, and begin to enter a second non-clinical 
career mode.”

From: Bellmore, Long Island, NY
best dInner party Guests: Neil Young, Howard Stern,  
Sammy Hagar, Jerry Seinfeld, Jon Bon Jovi, Joe Satriani
you can never have too many: Screwdrivers (the tool,  
not the drink!)
most underrated vIrtue: Sense of humour –  
everyone needs one
Lucky to be workInG In the FIeLd oF dentIstry because:  
I don’t have to worry about being fired

To find out more about Dr. Josephs’s seminars, radio show, or his 

practice’s website, visit www.decadedentalseminars.com, www.

radiotoothtalk.com and www.palmbeachdentist.com.

facULTY of
denTIsTrY
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would raise the money the program needed. 
“I got some great support and we were able to move along quite 

quickly,” he recalls. 
In just a few years, the program has evolved from running with a 

team of volunteer local dentists and students to being fully integrated 
into the Faculty’s curriculum with community visits every second 
week for fourth-year students and third-year students participating on 
a volunteer basis.

Dr. Wright continues to teach part-time at the Schulich School of 
Medicine & Dentistry and to work in private practice. 

From: Montreal
Found reLaxInG: Playing tennis, Seniors Hockey
you can never have too many: Friends or sweaters!
most underrated vIrtue: A good listener
best dInner party Guest: My wife
.

 Dr. Ken Wright with 4th-year students

To find out more about the DOCS program,  

watch their video: bit.ly/DOCSprog.
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 aLUMnI connecTIons

“a dentaL probLem Is not Just a 
tooth connected to a waLLet! 
between the two, there Is a 
person.” 

It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of dr. ernest 
ambrose (DDS’50), who died June 1, 
2011, in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

Dr. Ambrose received his dental 
degree from McGill in 1950 and for 27 
years, McGill dentistry students were 
taught by this renowned professor and 
dean. He began his career as demon- 
strator in the Operative Department 
from 1950 until 1957, when he took on 
the position of lecturer and later 
became chair of the department in 
1958. He served as Dean of Dentistry at 
McGill from 1970 to 1977.

Dr. Ambrose then accepted the position of Dean 
at the College of Dentistry at the University of 
Saskatchewan, which he occupied until 1985. He 
was appointed professor emeritus of Restorative 
and Prosthodontic Dentistry in 1993 and was 
honoured with a Master Teacher Award from the 
University of Saskatchewan the same year. 

The Dr. Ernest R. Ambrose Clinical Professorship 
in Restorative Dentistry was created in his name at 
the Faculty of Dentistry at McGill.

Dr. Ambrose had a hand in teaching many of the 
dentists in Canada and at one time or another, he 
taught most of the dentists in Saskatchewan. His 
enthusiasm and love for operative dentistry has 
been recognized internationally by his peers. 

For decades, he shared his zest for practical 
dentistry and high standards of professional ethics 
with hundreds of young people, all of whom were 
well guided by his dedication, compassion and 
common sense. 

in memoriam

 Dr. Ambrose’s family stands next to his portrait

dr. stanFord aLLInGton (DDS’75)
(1944–2011)
For 31 years Dr. Allington maintained a dental 
practice on Reid Street in Peterborough, frequently 
offering his dental expertise to medical teams in 
Honduras. He was a quiet, gentle man who will be 
missed. 

dr. sharLene e. barton (DDS’90)
(1959–2011)
During university, Dr. Barton volunteered in 
Ecuador, providing medical care to the extremely 
poor and her generous spirit carried on with her 
work as a dental surgeon for 18 years. She will be 
deeply missed. 

dr. Leonard Lawrence druckman (DDS’54)
(1928–2011)
Dr. Druckman practised dentistry in Montreal for 
45 years. He was active with the Alpha Omega 
Dental Fraternity and was an avid outdoorsman 
and jazz enthusiast. He will be remembered by 
friends and patients.

dr. James thomas eLo (DDS’49)
(1921–2011)
After serving with the Royal Canadian Air Force 
during WWII, Dr. Elo practised dentistry for almost 
40 years in Montrea, teaching part-time at the 
McGill Faculty of Dentistry for 25 years. He will be 
deeply missed.

dr. mehrI amIr kaLaLI-cImIkoskI (DDS’60)
(1924–2011)
Dr. Kalali-Cimikoski maintained her practice and 
raised her family in Norwalk, Connecticut. Deeply 
affected by the poverty of her native country of 
Iran, she was dedicated to providing much needed 
dental care and will be greatly missed.

DR. IRWIN MARGOLESE (DDS’61)
(1935-2012)
Loving father and father-in-law of Dr. Howard and 
Tanya, Dr. Stephanie and Gabriel (Szraibman). 
Cherished “Papa Irwin” of Noah, Gita and Eryn. 
Devoted brother of Brenda. He will be missed by his 
friends, family and all who knew him. 

aLaIn ohana (DDS’86)
(1962–2011)
Dr. Ohana maintained a practice in Montreal for 
over 20 years, where he was well known for his 
devotion to his patients and for his ready smile. He 
will be deeply missed by his family, friends, and 
colleagues.  

erIc paLmer GILL (DDS’44)
(1921–2011)
After graduating from McGill with top honours and 
a gold medal, Dr. Palmer Gill moved to Victoria 
where he practised dentistry for 35 years. Dad/Opa 
will be dearly missed. 

dr. John a. bruce robInson (DDS’53)
(1917–2011)
A war veteran, Dr. Robinson practised dentistry in 
Regina for many years. He was a very proud 
alumnus of the Faculty and an avid golfer. He will 
be missed by his family and many friends.

dr. edward hartLey seadaLe (DDS’60)
(1927–2011)
In 1944 Dr. Seadale enlisted to serve with the U.S. 
Naval Air Force and was recalled to the Pilot 
Training Program during the Korean War. He 
practised dentistry for 30 years in Cohasset, Mass., 
and will be greatly missed.

dr. aLFred a. trudeLLe (DDS’50)
(1924–2011)
After completing his DDS at McGill, Dr. Trudelle 
returned to Regina, where he practised dentistry 
for some 40 years. He will be missed by family and 
friends.

dr. anthony tuLumeLLo (DDS’54)
(1927–2011)
Devoted to his family and proud of growing up in 
Welland, Ontario, Dr. Tulumello served his home 
community as a dentist until he retired in 2006 
after 51 years. He will be missed by family and 
friends.

proFessor John w. stamm has been 

awarded an honorary deGree From 

kInG’s coLLeGe London. Stamm is a 

professor in the Department of Dental 

Ecology and former Dean at the University of 

North Carolina School of Dentistry. Also an 

adjunct professor of epidemiology in the 

UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health, 

he worked at the Faculty of Dentistry at 

McGill from 1971 to 1984.

The honorary Doctor of Dentistry degree  

was conferred in a ceremony in London in 

early November 2011 as a tribute to his out-

standing academic work in oral disease risk 

assessment.

 Dr. John Stamm (centre) with the

     Marquess of Douro (left) and Principal

    Sir Richard Trainor (right)



alUmNI 
aCTIvITIES

   (L-R) Dr. Gerald Bougie, David Blair, Joan Blair and Herb Borsuk  

at the Montreal Alumni Cocktail Reception held at the Intercontinental 

on May 30, 2011. 
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   Class of 1986’s 25th reunion

   (L-R) Bin Tan, Olivia Lo, Shan Sun, Esther Feldman and  

Marina Braniste at the Vancouver Alumni Cocktail reception held  

on March 8, 2012 at the Pan Pacific Hotel.

   Class of 1966’s 45th reunion - under the umbrellas in Quebec City: Drs. 

Murray Chapman, Allan Small, Don Taylor, Dave Flam, Andrew Toeman, 

Sten Fersing, Jack Sherman, Bob Tacy

   Class of 1956’s 55th reunion in Montreal, October 2011: Drs. Rymanowski, 

Slimovitch, Boissinot, Vachon, Armstrong, Cappelli, Anfossie, Beauprie, 

Shamy, Slapcoff, Brownstein
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cLass reunIons

Homecoming will be celebrated in 2012 from 

October 11 to 14 with celebrations across the 

campus and within the Faculty. Those class-

es holding a class reunion this year are listed 

here, with the class leaders:

1957     Dr. Wilfrid Robinson

1962     Dr. David Shapiro

1972     Dr. Herb Borsuk

1977     Dr. Melvin Schwartz

1987     Dr. Anita Orendi

1992     Dr. Philippe Nasrallah

every GIFt counts

Here are some examples of 

what can be done in the Faculty 

of Dentistry thanks to support 

from alumni:

a GIFt oF…

$750  Helps to treat four patients at our 

outreach clinic, where volunteer 

dentists and students provide free 

dental care through community 

agencies to patients who could not 

physically or financially access 

dental services otherwise

$1,500  Helps us treat ten children in our 

new pediatric program at the Mon-

treal Children’s Hospital

$3,000   Subsidizes a visiting lectureship in 

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery for 

our oral surgery students

$10,000  Buys one of the 40 patient simula-

tors needed for the new pre-clini-

cal simulation lab

$35,000    Purchases a dental operatory for 

the new clinic

Jobs weLL done…
With your support we’ve been able to realize 

several important projects this past year. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to 

the Faculty!

our FundraIsInG  

accompLIshments thIs year 

SATELLITE CLINICS
 Â  The Jim Lund Dental 

Clinic at Welcome 

Hall Mission has 

been in operation for 

less than two years 

and has already treated close to 800 

patients.

 Â  The Pediatric Dentistry Clinic at the 

Montreal Children’s Hospital continues 

to treat thousands of children. 

 Â  Students benefit from participating in 

rotations at these clinics, as well as 

taking part in the outreach clinics. 

ALUMNI GIVING
 Â  Thank you for supporting the Faculty 

with annual gifts. Your donations have 

a direct impact on the budget for the 

new Undergraduate Teaching Clinic. 

 Â  To date, reunion classes have raised 

funds for three chairs, with three more 

on the way.

fundraising highlighTs donor circles

 aLUMnI connecTIons

destInatIons  
Wondering where the class of 2012 is 
headed after their studies at McGill? 

Mukhtar alnoaimi 
 Private practice

hardeep asi 
 Vancouver General Hospital, UBC

Melissa cerone 
 Royal Victoria Hospital, Montreal

amanda cristinziano  
Montreal Children’s Hospital

basel Dabbas  
Queen Elizabeth Health Centre, Montreal

kristina Mei Dee  
University of British Columbia, GPR

sarah habib 
 University of Connecticut, USA

Michelle kornbluth  
Jewish General Hospital, Montreal

Layal ksaybi  
Queen Elizabeth Health Centre, Montreal

Joanna Lamberts  
University of British Columbia, GPR

alexandre yu Li  
Royal Victoria Hospital, Montreal

Dien Lieu 
 Montreal General Hospital

shuang Liu 
 Montreal Children’s Hospital

yi Ming Liu 
 University of British Columbia

elizabeth Logan 
 Dalhousie University, Pediatric GPR

Matthew Morrison 
 University of Toronto, GPR at Mount Sinai

cindy nagel 
 University of Calgary, Foothills Medical Centre

veronica neamtu 
 Montefiore Medical Center, New York

sun young Park 
 Private practice, Vancouver

carley rapoport 
 Jewish General Hospital, Montreal

azadeh rastikerdar 
 University of California, Los Angeles

yonit rebibo 
 Montreal Children’s Hospital

nikhil sharma 
 Montreal Children’s Hospital

Jennifer seidler 
 Queen Elizabeth Health Centre, Montreal

andrew steinman 
 Private practice, Toronto

Jessica tam 
 University of British Columbia, Pediatric GPR

nicholas thorpe 
 University of the Pacific, San Francisco

renee wang 
 University of Detroit, Michigan

erin watson 
 University of Toronto, GPR program

Follow-us on Facebook at:

www.facebook.com/mcgilldentistry

At the beginning of the year, Rosalie Da 

Sylva-La Rue left the Faculty to pursue 

her career as a translator. Both her 

lovely smile and friendly disposition 

will be greatly missed. We wish her the 

best of luck in her new role! 

 for aDDitionaL info  
on sUPPorting oUr 

coMMUnity PrograMs, 
contact nathaLia Porras, 
DeveLoPMent officer for 
the facULty of Dentistry 

at 514-398-4165.
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donor circles

FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE:
$25,000 AND ABOVE
The Louise and Alan Edwards 
Foundation
Grace Laing Hogg
Doreen and Charles Laszlo
Norman Martin Miller, DDS
Eric T. Webster Foundation Inc.
R. Howard Webster Foundation
Straumann Canada Limited

GOVERNORS’ CIRCLE:
$5,000 - $24,999
Leo T. Abbott, DDS
Herb H. Borsuk
George Henry Dagg, DDS
Sam Daher, DDS
Claude David, DDS
Robert J. David, DDS
Sten E. Fersing, DDS
Frank L. Frani, DDS
Cameron Jones, DDS
Alexander A. Lieblich, DDS
Bruno De Minico, DDS
Linda De Minico
Richard Howard Rapoport, DDS
Craig W. Mook Sang, DDS
Promoting Awareness of RSD/CRPS 
(PARC)
Issie I. Silver, DDS
Jacques P. Thibault, DDS

CHANCELLOR’S CIRCLE:
$2,500-$4,999
Richard Bell
Thomas Bergman
Lancelot Anthony Brown, DDS
Ian Archibald Cameron, DDS
Panagiota Julie Drakoulakou
Louis Drouin, DDS
Robert W. Faith, DDS
Gerald William Filgiano, DDS
Sara Fonseca, DDS
Normand Gervais
Mervyn Gornitsky, DDS
Douglas Erwin Hamilton, DDS
Paul Harley Korne, DDS
Earl Lerner, DDS
Anthony Dupatrick Mair, DDS
Clifford J. Moore, DDS
Robert Geoffrey Newton, DDS
Pourang Rahimi, DDS
Erle Schneidman, DDS
Salvatore Sgro, DDS
Scott James Stewart, DDS
Donald Taylor, DDS
Douglas Joseph Vincelli, DDS
Marvin J. Werbitt, DDS
Lorne Alan Wiseman, DDS

PRINCIPAL’S CIRCLE:
$1,500-$2,499
Andrew T. Bourke, DDS
Michael Francis Cronin, DDS
Bruce Earl Dobby, DDS
Tina Dorfman, DDS
Steven Faigan, DDS
Lyon Hamburg, DDS
Ivan G. Gasoi, DDS
Newton Charles Gordon
Mitchell Allen Josephs, DDS
Skip P. S. Kerner, DDS
John Kokkinakis, DDS
Oleg S. Kopytov, DDS
Jonathan Howard Lang, DDS
Mr. Arthur C. F. Lau, CM
Kenneth K. S. Lee, DDS
Sammy W. S. Lee, DDS
Yu Kwong Li, DDS
Warren Jay Libman, DDS
Allan Elie Lisbona, DDS
Charles Lo
George MacDougall, DDS
Mark D. Mahler, DDS
Pierre George Maranger, DDS
Michael D. Rennert
Danny Seller, DDS
Leonard Slepchik, DDS
Myron Abbey Stein, DDS
Robert J. Tacy, DDS
Mary Thanh, DDS
Eva Rita Toth, DDS
Ian Michael Turner, DDS
Robert B. Van Winckle, DDS
Nicolino Vincelli, DDS
Periklis Vitoratos, DDS
Edwin Hsun Kao Yen

DEANS’ CIRCLE:
$750-$1,499
BEdward J. Abrahams, DDS
Stacey Francine Abrams, DDS
Paul John Allison
Vana Andreou, DDS
Morty Baker, DDS
Kenneth C. Bentley, DDS
David R. Blair, DDS
James G. Brass, DDS
Heather Brown, DDS
Canadian Dental Service Plans Inc
Christopher Tsong Chan, DDS
Marie Christine Ng Youn Chen, DDS
Harvey Neil Cooperberg, DDS
Hung Manh Dao, DDS
J. Richard Emery, DDS
John D Fenwick, DDS
Monique M. Fitch, DDS
Stephen G. J. Fitch, DDS
Jourdan Hilary Freed, DDS
Stanley P. Freeman, DDS
Louis Filip Fronenberg, DDS
Alvaro De La Fuente, DDS
Hassan Ghaderi-Moghadam, DDS
Robert E. Gibbons

Michael Ian Gossack, DDS
Myrna Fay Halpenny, DDS
The Hay Foundation
Harvey Hirsh, DDS
Jack J. Hirschfeld, DDS
Robin S. Jackson, DDS
Simon Jacobson, DDS
Lorna G. Katz, DDS
Steven Klempner, DDS
Mark Ulrich Knoefel, DDS
Christine Koran, DDS
Russell A. Leve, DDS
George Limantzakis, DDS
Gerald A. Lipstein, DDS
Stuart Arthur Matheson, DDS
Montreal Dental Club Inc.
Jocelyne Marie Nassr, DDS
Robert William Nevin, DDS
Dac-Thang Nguyen, DDS
Novocol Pharmaceutical Division
Jonathan Flynn O’Dea, DDS
Richard J Orawiec, DDS
Deborah Ann Ouellette, DDS
George Poulakos, DDS
Eric B. Reich, DDS
Jason Lucas Retter, DMD
Warren M. Retter, DDS
Michael Allan Rorke, DDS
Kenneth Gary Rozansky, DDS
Gerald S. Rudick, DDS
Charles S. Shaikovitz, DDS
Yadin Shaikovitz
David R. P. Sharp, DDS
Louis R. Sharpe, DDS
Monique Ann Siara, DDS
John Robert Sidorchuk, DDS
Stephanie S. Skopek, DDS
William Lester Steinman, DDS
Sharleen Frances Tan, DDS
Jeffrey Howard Tenser, DDS
Andrew G. Toeman, DDS
Jan Cornelus Vanderdonk, DDS
Michael Wiseman, DDS
Evelyn Ee Ling Yeo, DDS
Judy S. Zucker-Laxer, DDS

MCGILL’S NEWEST LEADERS: 
$100 OR MORE
Mairaj Karim Ahmed, DMD
Felicia Andaloro
David Auerbach, DDS
Andrew Ted Bala, DDS
Gloria Baranowski
R. Gordon Baynes, DDS
Susanna Stella Belvedere, DDS
Peter Joseph Broderick, DDS
Ernest Charles Burman, DDS
Wayne Nelson Carr, DDS
Frank Celenza, DDS
Olga Chodan
Andrew George Christie, DDS
Pablo Chrétien, DMD
Tony Wenhau Chu, DDS
Kenneth David Clarke, DDS

Peter Alan Coakley, DDS
Steven Earl Corber, DDS
Alexandra Gabrielle Costa, DMD
Lawrence L. Cramer, DDS
Francis A. Crowley, DDS
Steven Joseph Cruise, DDS
John R. E. Currah
Marc Deschamps, DDS
David Deutsch, DDS
Laureen Distefano, DDS
John Graeme Drummond, DDS
Dwayne Dudgeon, DDS
Norman Pierre Edger, DDS
Ronald Fagen, DDS
Arthur L. Felgar, DDS
Edward Arnold Fellows, DDS
Gordon Ethan Fogel
Betty Giannias, DDS
Barry W. Gilmore, DDS
Joan Glashan-Craig, DDS
Robert Donald Godin, DDS
Hy Goldberg, DDS
Allan Goodman, DDS
Leonard Malcolm Gordon, DDS
Morton M. Greenblatt, DDS
Susan Gail Greenwald, DDS
Adrian Grinberg
Earl S. Haltrecht
Christopher G. M. Hammond, DDS
Paul P. Harasimowicz, DDS
Robert Bruce Harfield, DDS
Bennie D. Harnish, DDS
Phyllis Harwood
Melvyn Heft, DDS
Sheila Hofbauer, DDS
Sirus Homayun, DDS
Donald Ingerman, DDS
Ferhana Jaleel, DDS
James Jung, DDS
Earl Randall Karanofsky, DDS
Linda Roselle Karp, DDS
Raman Kashyap
Frank A. Kay, DDS
James C. Kenrick, DDS
Jung-Wan Martin Kim, DMD
J. Herman Kovits, DDS
Kresimir Petar Lackovic, DMD
Michael A. Laffin, DDS
Lawrence Tru Phong Lai, DMD
Archibald S. Laidlaw, DDS
John Charles Lawson
Nancy Christine Leclerc
Jules E. Lemay, III, DDS
Saul E. Levine, DDS
Harvey L. Levitt, DDS
Christina-Maria Limperis
Martin Lin, DMD
Morris M. London, DDS
Bernard Madar
Ronald J. Markey, DDS
Farah Ashref Mawani, DDS
Edward George Mcgrath, DDS
John F. McMullan, DDS
Stanley J. McParland, DDS

Gail Mendonza, DDS
Eric Peter Millar, DDS
S. Murray Miller, DDS
Robert George Muir, DDS
Fredrick I. Muroff
Phan Vu Nguyen, DDS
Bruce Malcolm Oliver
Michael Ornstein, DDS
David G. Owen, DDS
Charles W. Oyer, DDS
Alvin Pancer, DDS
Evangelo Laky Papoutsis, DDS
Reid Pepin
Victor A. Petro, DDS
Demetrios Petropoulos, DMD
Johanna Thi Anh Thu Pham, DDS
Liselotte Pichler
Marvin Pinchuk, DDS
Walter E. Polos, DDS
Frediric T. J. Powell, DDS
Frances Anne Power
Geoffrey Brian Pratt, DDS
Luc Gerald Prevost, DDS
Brenda Puchinger, DDS
Harry Rajchgot, DDS
Ronald S. Robertson, DDS
Delores Rosen
Harry Rosen, DDS
John David Rowat
Peter L. Safran, DDS
George A. Saleh, DDS
Leonard Schwartz, DDS
Monika Schweizer-Kashyap
Johanne Séguin, DDS
William F. Shaw, DDS
Jack Sherman, DDS
William D. Shuster, DDS
Michael Silver, DDS
Jessica-Marie Singh, DDS
Olga Marie Skica, DDS
James W. Skillings, DDS
Kjell Solhaug, DDS
Alexander Spira, DDS
Margaret R. Stavert
Howard M. Stein, DDS
Minna Stein, DDS
Marvin H. Steinberg, DDS
Peter W. Stutman, DDS
Esther Szynkarsky
Nikoo Taghavi
Samuel T. Towell, DDS
Gerald Walter Trager
Leo Turkel, DDS
Morris H. Wechsler, DDS
Jeremy Werbitt, DMD
John W. Whitehead, Jr., DDS
Roxanne Whitehead, DDS
B. Harvey Wiener, DDS
Barbara Winn
Carol Anne C. Wishart, DDS
Kenneth H. Wright, DDS
Douglas G. Wong, DDS
Douglas Robert Vandahl
Daphna Vermes, DDS
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wiTh sincere aPPreciaTion
We are very pleased to recognize the significance of contributions from individuals, foundations and corporations. Each 

and every one of your gifts to the Faculty enables us to continue to build on McGill’s tradition of innovation and to 

maintain a commitment to the highest standards of excellence in teaching, research and community outreach. 

It is also with profound appreciation that we acknowledge the wonderful efforts of our many volunteers who so 

generously share their time and skills. They are a source of inspiration for us all and their contributions are essential to 

the Faculty’s mission, programs and standard of excellence. 

Listed here are donations received between January 1, 2011, and December 31, 2011. Please note: Only donors who 

provided permission to publish their names are listed.
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We are always delighted to hear from you. Please send your letters, 
comments, alumni news and photographs to nathalia porras.
email: nathalia.porras@mcgill.ca
telephone: 514-398-4165
mail: Room M-29
Strathcona Anatomy and Dentistry Building
3640 University Street
Montreal, Quebec H3A 0C7
If appropriate, please mark your letter “For Publication.” Letters may 
be edited for length.

www.mcgill.ca/dentistry
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Production of the Faculty of Dentistry Newsletter  
is funded in part through a generous bequest from  
mervyn allen rogers (DDS’40).

Our sincere thanks to faculty, staff and alumni for  
their generous help and support.
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